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We need your help in conFnuing to look out for yourselves and for fellow university ciFzens. It is someFmes
easy to forget that we take these precauFons because the virus is in charge—and likely will conFnue to stay in
charge unFl vaccines and eﬀecFve anF-viral drugs for COVID-19 are developed. And with all of that comes an
external environment that remains decidedly diﬀerent. We exist in a Fme in which the quest for social jusFce
must conFnue. Jacob Blake has been added to a list of names including, George Floyd, Breonna Taylor,
Ahmaud Arbery, who were recent targets of killing and violence. And the COVID-19 pandemic has claimed
more than 180,000 deaths naFonally as of today. We also await stabilizaFon in a wildly ﬂuctuaFng economy.
As I have said, none of this is normal, and all of this makes the present a daily challenge.
But even under these circumstances, you have been amazing. Almost all of you are devotedly wearing masks,
maintaining social distance, washing and saniFzing hands, and o\en the surfaces around you. Nearly all of
you are a^ending classes, virtually and otherwise, and have adapted to the new ways we live and learn in a
university se_ng. You have been amazing during this ﬁrst 25% of the semester.
Again, this is not easy—but hard does not mean impossible. ConFnue to reach out to us and each other.
A^end classes, physically and virtually. Reach out to your faculty members if you are having academic
challenges in this new environment. Reach out if you just wish to learn more. Reach out to your advisor.
Reach out to university counseling. It is a ma^er of strength to reach out, and ﬁnd ways to support your own
strengths and challenges as a university ciFzen in these Fmes.
Once again, thank you! A great ﬁnish is needed, but a great ﬁnish comes from an amazing start. Stay well,
stay safe, conFnue to study hard, and succeed—and, again, wear your mask, wash your hands, and keep
social distance.
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