
SPRING 2026 COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

Clayton State University welcomes you to our Spring 2026 Commencement Exercises. Dressed 
in Laker Blue and Georgia Clay, we celebrate 450 student graduates who will transition to alumni 

status. This ceremony marks the culmination of years of hard work and achievement—a milestone 
of our institutional commitment and mission, Dreams. Made. Real.

We appreciate your support in helping ensure a memorable commencement experience for all.

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026 | 10:00 AM

COLLEGE OF HE A LTH
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 

ENGINEERING & M ATHEM ATICS (STEM)

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
COLLEGE OF A RTS & SCIENCES

THE A RENA AT SOUTHL A KE
1300 SOU TH L A KE CIRCLE | MORROW, GEORGI A 
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

SPRING 2026 COMMENCEMENT
May 9, 2026

Dr. Georj L. Lewis
President  

PRESIDING

PROCESSIONAL† “Pomp & Circumstance–March No. 1 in D major (op. 39, no. 1)” 
- Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

NATIONAL ANTHEM† “The Star-Spangled Banner” - �Francis Scott Key, poem   
John Stafford Smith, music

WELCOME Dr. Georj L.  Lewis, President

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Dr. Georj L. Lewis

INTRODUCTION OF 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Jill Drake, Provost and Executive Vice President 
                          for Academic Affairs

STUDENT ADDRESS ​Calvin Smith, Masters of Business Administration

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Corwin N. Harper, President of Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Georgia

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE 
HOODS

Dr. J. Celeste Walley-Jean, Associate Provost/Associate Vice President for             
                                                  Academic Affairs and Faculty Affairs

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR DEGREES

Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Jacob Chacko, Dean, College of Business
Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Dean, College of Health
Dr. Jere Boudell, Associate Dean, College of Science, Technology,               
                                Engineering, and Mathematics

CONFERRING & PRESENTATION OF 
DEGREES

Dr. Georj L. Lewis

INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO 
THE NATIONAL ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION

Joseph Echols ‘06 ‘11, Alumni Association, President                                                              

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Dr. Georj L. Lewis

ALMA MATER “Walking in Love and Strength” - Dr. Brigitte Byrd, poem
                                                      Dr. Richard Bell, music

RECESSIONAL† “Pomp and Circumstance March No. 4 in G major (op. 39, no. 4)” 
- Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

†All those who are able, please stand. Please remain standing until the procession has concluded.
Please set all mobile devices to silent mode.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS & 
SCIENCES

MASTER OF ARTS
LIBERAL STUDIES
Va’nisha Renee Jones Alexander
Robert Lee Jordan
Carrie D. Lunt
Michael Alan Thompson

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING
Khaila Campbell
Terrance Edward Favaroth
Joetta Griggs
Phillip Wayne Ivey II
Georgia Logan
Britney Leshawn Narh-Martey

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Aaliyah M. Armstrong
Tierra Anniece Benn
Ayanna Beyah
Mirely E. Cabral
Zachariah Chanet
Sariah Brenadia Cloud
Canita Elizabeth Copes
Alecia M. Dean
Leonardo Dismukes
Awil Elmi
Angel Ebony Ewell
Nikeyah S. Fleming
Tahiya Kadaisha Fluellen
Arion Harris
Jada Kiah Hill
Ahmari Ashanti Lamb
S’Jon Lander
Aisha Jaha Leach
Jenna-ashley M. Lee
Alonzo Jerome Little
Azia K. Robinson
Diamond Rogers
Tod S. Rose
Jayla Ross
Alexis Savoy
Carla Renee Smith
Christina Annmarie Temple
Taj Thompson
Gloria Kim Watson

MASTER OF PUBLIC  
ADMINISTRATION 
Silvia Barber
Tania Nikaila-Marie Chapman
Felicitee Chatmon
Royeshia Tamarra Crawford

Lucy Ndungu
Kia S. Price
Kristy Sarpong
Ronnie James Wells

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Afnan Sadik Abdulkadir
Mojisola Taiwo Agbaje
Lauren Baker
Nadia R. Baker
Charmian Banks
Evie Burton
Mahogany Caldwell
Ben Campbell, Jr.
Shanice Comrie
Kyera Rose Cummings
Kaci Ann Eason
Jahnea Dymonde Ector
Oluwakemi Mary Ezeocha
Deldrick Franklin, Sr.
Karla Garcia
Jeda Giles
Kathryn Knight Harper
Alexander Linton Holleman
Keyauna Chantel Hopkins
Ruthanne Kahley
Chenelle Kirkland
Cassandra Lear
Mariah Artanique Lewis
Mohamed Mahrous Amine
Wanisha May
Jessica Renee McDuffie
Jasmine Miller
Tracy Mitchell-Turner
Sentoria Moss
Lakenia Youkue Payne
Deborah Plowden
Valerie Nicole Rice
Jacob Lewis Riley IV
Jasmine Ciara Riley
Lakeshia T. Riley
Kiara Sexton
Brian O’neal Smith
Calvin Smith
Tara Elaine Soroko
Dareicia Thomas
Vadaesa Nydianna Tolbert-Moffett
Detaviana Deshay Tolle
Tina Tran
Wydrikus Walker
Tydaisha White
Destyne Diane Williams
Nakia Williams, Jr.

Monique D. Winters
Brianna Worth
Danahj L. Wright

MASTER OF SCIENCE
SUPPLY CHAIN ANALYTICS
Isaac Alayaub
Andrea Baltazar
Ephraim Mpoyi
Placide Ndeko
Elizabeth Ann Thacker
Isaiah Jermaine Vance

MASTER OF STRATEGIC 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Justine Barnes
Magaen Marlana Bates
Antoniette Bell
Tavia Rena Bell
Datrice Elaine Byndom
Synae State Coleman
Marcus Lewis Dotson
Antonio Fernandez
Karon Gibson
Jonathan Jermaine Irvin
Alexandra Johnson
Katherine Elizabeth Johnson
Keair Johnson
Laquinta Jordan
Shiyla Sharae Lubin
Valerie McKinney
Devon Claire McLaurin
Kyndal Leigh Norman
Elyssa Reed
Dakota Austin Shelnutt
Nicolas J. Smith
Devontavious Stanford
Erica Marie Taylor
Elizabeth Teasley
Kathryn Wilkinson
Darrick Williams

COLLEGE OF HEALTH

MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION 
Jaberia Dennis
Brittany Harris
Precious Wade
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Jaimie Biju
Diniya Ajman Disha
Maria Kinas
Derrick Theodric McCoy, Jr.
Vanessa Okyere
MaAbena Achiamaa Owusu-Prempeh
Kyra Zuline Roberts
Amanda Southerly Stickler
Alana Corwin Sulka
Sheldon Turner, Jr.

COLLEGE OF STEM

MASTER OF ARCHIVAL STUDIES
Alexandra Borsdorf
Macy Leigh Briley
Shane Michael Majors
Cari Rollins
Thomas C. White
Betty Jean Young

MASTER OF SCIENCE
DATA SCIENCE
Zoe D. Graham
Dario Obed Rosales
Deshea Thomas
David Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN       
CYBER TECHNOLOGY
Marnel Foster
Luther Charles King IV
Brandy Knight
Kerese Moore
Tommy The Long Nguyen
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COLLEGE OF ARTS 
& SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT
Tanita Cook-Nelson
Sonja Jordan
Jessica Singh
Clayton L. Whitman II

TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT
Dashia Simmons

BACHELOR OF ARTS
COMMUNICATION & MEDIA STUDIES
Justin Donnell Hatton
Jaida Hayes
Asia Rene Hodnett
Reginald Pierre Mitchell
Kayla Janae Williams

ENGLISH
Chloe Lane Burer
Kaitlyn Grace Pruitt
Shanika Henvonda Rasberry
Leyland S. Trent

FILM PRODUCTION
Brianna Michelle Antoine
Lilli Grayc Chase
Nathan Lee Dye
Matthew Steven Edge
Louie G. Gordon, Jr.
Kayla Goulbourne
Imad S. Hamidullah
Emmet T. Myers
Devin Duane Pandy II
Thomas Porter

HISTORY
Emily Breaux
Victoria Claire Bullington
Matthew Austin Dobson
Erik Lane Harris II
Jakaela Williams

HISTORY WITH TEACHER 
CERTIFICATION
Jillian Underwood-Coyle
Brianna Williams

MUSIC 
Donovan Amar Fuller
Antonia Hardin
Malique Holmes
Kendrick Price III

STAGE AND SCREEN
Jaylan Marquez Davis

BACHELOR OF MUSIC
MUSIC EDUCATION
Kristoffer Warren-Anthony Caine
Alfredo Ordaz Fonseca
Ni’na Louise Holland

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Jordan Alexandra Brown
Monique Lashawn Brown
Ameyah Antoinnette Dantzler
Curjie Jalauni Desauguste
Roenia D. Donaldson
Destiny Shantai Hanna
Melissa Renee Jarvis
Alexandria Tionna Kennedy
Paige G. McDonald
Devin Mykal Middleton
Terry Jordan Mitchner
Empress Nyabinghi Z. Nkosi
Jasmine Parker
Niyah Jamecia Payne
Morgan Scott
Rhonda Kay Sims-Thomas
Marley Elise Tate
Jayda Ameriyah Worthen

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Aaliyah Keyunna Banks
Jamerial Janetta Bowers
April Nicora Brown
Tierra Dalton
Yecenia Guadalupe Hernandez-Moreno
Nichole R. Holmes
Adonis Keshawn Hudson
Myeisha P. Kelley
Miracle Alayih Kent
Karissa Kimble
Kaia Aleyah Lewis
Rosa Delia Meneses
Kaylen Mosely
Cinthya Selena Neri
Tierra Wilson
Kailia Wright
Kaylah Imani Wyatt

GOVERNMENT AND LAW
Ritanza Abron
Ashley Ciana Baker
Antwyonette Nicole Durden
Camron Gaddis
Nicole Marie Nobles

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cameron Barnes
Jasmyn Lashai Burts
Jordan Christopher Clark 
Nancy N. Cox
Geniya Davis
William L. Evans
Sabrina Ann Ford
Korey Allen Grant-Jones 
Lauryn Griggs
Nyah Laurett Holmes
Joseph Howard, Jr.
Gregory Jenkins II
Luis Ernesto Leon-Maciel 
Deni Lulic
Nyka MacEno
Marvena Makayla Malloy-Roa 
Garrett Peters
Deziray Michelle Raboteau 
Tasia Nicole Rowland
Shelisa Thornton
Gillian Anthea Van De Cruize 
Rontaja Wilcher
Lashunda Yvette Wilkerson

LEGAL STUDIES
Travis Hunter Blair
Donna Yvonne Burnett 
Alexandra Dent
Rackaya Haughton
Elaine Lafonda Holmes 
Gabrielle Michel
Phuong Nguyen
DiAnna Piccolo
Raven Janee Pouncey 
Christy Aline Thomas 
Elisabeth Claire Walker 
Mtiisha Wilson

PSYCHOLOGY &  
HUMAN SERVICES
Joseph Bell, IV
Janeyah Berry
Laurie Grace Brown
Shannon Dion Brown
Diamin Campbell
Zalinda Isha Carter
Troy Donell Casey
Melody Diann Coker
Davis Crenshaw
Eldriana N. Eady
Favor Achi Emmanuel-Anyanso 
Alesha Farris
Victoria Rashun Favors 
Sabrina Ann Ford
Priscilla Latrice Forte 
Jasmine Franklin
Eric D. Frazier, Jr.
Ciniyah Lenae Freeman 
Samaya L. Irving
Kaela Jackson

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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PSYCHOLOGY &  
HUMAN SERVICES (CONT’D)
Rayven Makenzie Jackson
Jainabou Kebbeh
Monica L. Kelley
Alexandria Tionna Kennedy
Madison Malcolm
Johanna Manzueta
Quatiayana McDuffie
Mya McMann
Nya Moses
Taylor Anne Pierce
Shadricka Lafaye Robinson
Nefertiti Royale
Austin Charles Russell
Florence Russell
Leslie-James Sanders
Selena Gabrielle Scott
Trina Teresa Serrano
Daiza T. Spears
Alexis N. Taylor
Kyla Michelle Thomas
Meghan Williams
Demario J. York

SOCIOLOGY & SOCIAL SERVICES
Billy Brown Ankomah
Keauna R. Asiegbu
Morgan Ryane Dent
Carltonette Epstein
James Henry McCreary
Ja’Quez Rozier

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
ACCOUNTING
Kyle Jeffrey Barlow
Devonna Latrice Brewton
Edward Fisher
Rubi Hernandez-Izaguirre
Aisha Hussein
Jennifer Jimenez Hernandez
Lazaro Joaquin
Kenyatta Merriweather
Khadijah Onee Muhammad Jenkins
Tony Hieu Nguyen
Dung Phuong Pham
Sancho Kyle Smith
Jennifer J. Zakula

GENERAL BUSINESS
Deidra Barnes
Aaishah Micaya Barry
Sean Close
Zoe Samantha Cody

Akeyla D. Connor
Amari Toi-Yorel Croom
Alayna Michelle Crutchfield
Dajiah Dayana Curtis
Lael Davis
Brianna Ray Eggleston
Sanareah Alanna Fluker*
Isis Cara Fowler
Justin Griffin
Meghan Autry Holst
Markeith Donzell Horace II
Adrianna Jaques
Pierre Andre Lentayao Jitomo
Etavion Jones
Elayna Lincoln
Charles Longino
Amber Martin
Moses Merritt
Emily Moreno
Joshua Okwandu
Madison Scott
Siyd Moore Smith
Jasmine Aiesha Terrell

MANAGEMENT
Marcus Lottrell Batemon
Brizia Mariah Bautista-Trejo
Jontae Shanise Booth
Crystal Chavarria
Destiny Rahnnei Corbett
Kheyah Grant
Gabrielle Karmella Johnson
Keaton Jones
Elian Gabriel Lopez Torresani, Sr.
Jazmin Morales-Gonzalez
Adrienne Preston
Asbjorn Wiig Saevik
Oritsematosan Yomere

MARKETING
Ayana Nadira Abramson
Dania Guadalupe Flores Rivera
Alexis Natasha Fulks
Jenifer Ibtisam Gallegos
Lily Kay Goldsmith
Haley Sandra Locke
D’montrail Rashawn McGill
Alayah C. Miller
Christopher Viet Nguyen
Juanita Latrice Ransom
Alice Silva

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT
Hakeemah Amos
Brittney Iyana Robinson

COLLEGE OF HEALTH

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
HEALTH & FITNESS MANAGEMENT
Titus Christopher Hand
La’Shanti Rashae’ Holland
Elizabeth G. Robertson
Ivorie Dejanae Smith
Shariah Nneka Whittle

HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT
Mylud S. Avril
Niiya Barr
Amani Coleman
Jazmyn Nicole Shayne Corley
Kelsey Elise Dacus
Jakya Sanaa Davis
Simeona Leah Harley
Deandre Littleton
Dayna Vernon

HEALTH SCIENCES
David Etta Achere
Tania Bolanos Lanuza
Indya C. Calloway
Javonte’ Marquise Campbell
Amari Dennis
Kayon T. Gaynor
Tammy E. Hagan
Alona Shanice Kenneybrew
Terra Jakai Lamar
Taniya D. Lomax
Miriam Iveet Lopez Montoya
Eleece F. Lowe
Ashanta Matthew
Kelsie Nicole McCullough
Kayla Miller
Vy Ha Nguyen
Shenee Oryana Page
Jayda D. Parks
Isrieal Riley
Carla Smith
Michael Turkson
Kierra Latrice Ware
Keshara S. Wiggins
Kynesha L. Williams
Kaya Woods
Brianna Zenteno

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
DENTAL HYGIENE
Daisy Alonso
Mariam D. Bah
Ruhama Desta
Brissa Garcia

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
DENTAL HYGIENE (CONT’D)
Jazmyne D. Graham
Lilyan J. Gresham
Dwayne Lamar Hickman, Jr.
Amiya Hudson
Kayla Jenkins
Angel Laurine LaForce
Christian S. Landers
Jenny Tram Le
Bimala Magar
Rajani Mapchan
Alba Marie Marshall
Bridgett Martinez
Jocelyn Cristina Martinez Gopar
Malik Mckoy*
Katie Nguyen
Phuong Thu Nguyen
Jaqueline Pacheco-Pacheco
Jada Camelia Pearce*
Deysi Yarely Perdomo
Haarika Rai
Zainab Ansar Raja
Yifei Ma Sinon
Thuy-Duong Thi Tran
Azaria D. Walker
Taylor Maelean Welch
Wendoline Anahi Zamora-Castro

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Divine Adewunmi
Kafayat Busayo Ajibade
Alani Jade Atkinson
Nur Z. Awad
Chloe Billingsley
Conceptia Clemencia Bocco
Natasha Campbell
Autumn Christianna Drummond
Taylor Marie Dunlap-Hughes
Bekky Ezulike
Faith Lauren Felder
Aminata Fofanah
Jenifer Godinez
Sky Demore’ Green
Clinetria S. Hoyle
Samiya K’lynn Kinchens
Caroline Grace May
Caitlyn Elizabeth Mosley
Lamaya Elaine Nelson
Nhi Hoang Xuan Nguyen
Cammiah Annette Olinde*
Dominique Minh Pham
Angelica Pimentel Duarte
Dorrie Heather Plummer
Taquitta Rule
Amiah Grace Sprunger-Hightower
Tkhiyrah Zhainequi Walker
Tina L. Warren
Sanaii Zaniisha Marcia Williams

COLLEGE OF STEM

BACHELOR OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
Chantell Alexus Brown
Shetou Danso
Deberechi Faith Eze
Nailah Desiree Friend
Evan Gee
Jamal Xavier Kemp
Dave William Mastin
Melissa Mendoza-Mora
Enos Christopher Odhiambo
Ananda Monea Patterson
Lona Rashay Thomas

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
BIOLOGY
Jamaya A. Brown
Jordan Renee Brown
Arianne V. Cook
Nouryacine Coulibaly
Anzlett Goggans
Quashona Patricia D. Grace
Brittany Beecher Hodnett
Stephanie Iris Ortega-Mendoza
Ariel Pyles
Erandi Yuritzi Ruiz Alvarez
Balind Salih
Luella Ta
Tyler Noah Zihlmann

CHEMISTRY
Oluwafunmilola Raji

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Antania Brionna Bivens
Carey Brock, IV
Demarko Devona Cannon
Evan Jacob Castillo
Andrew Crane
Kevin Do
Kairee Charrod Gay
Adan Saeed Gutierrez
Narkwor A. Mensah
Centonia Onyia
Angelina Mariya Panamthottam
Shannice Micah Soleyn-Meyers
Hassan Stewart
Riley V. Truong

MATHEMATICS
Evan Jacob Castillo
Janiah Nicole Leavens
Soteria Isreal Thomas

COLLEGE OF ARTS 
& SCIENCES

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS IN FILM 
PRODUCTION
Christina Alexander

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
PARALEGAL STUDIES
Porsha Erwin
Stephanie Kather
Miracle Juton Mincy
Keri J. Waller

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Imogene Alvarez
Autumn Imani Blalock

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Ademola J. Adeoba
Tahlia Connor
Sanaa Amyah Francis
Mai Huynh
Graciella Ligodi Mpanzu
Tomilola Rebecca Olabosinde
Ashley Denise Owens
Zion Rodericks
Melanie D. Smith
Victoria Smith
Mario Williams, Jr.

COLLEGE OF STEM

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE 
IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Samantha Luviano
Laci Wyatt

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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CLAYTON STATE UNIVERSITY
ACADEMIC DISTINCTION

Aaishah Micaya Barry
Travis Hunter Blair

Victoria Claire Bullington
Ruhama Desta

Alexis Natasha Fulks
Louie G. Gordon, Jr.
Erik Lane Harris II

Jaida Hayes
Gabrielle Karmella Johnson

Jocelyn Cristina Martinez Gopar
Phuong Nguyen

Tony Hieu Nguyen
Jada Camelia Pearce

Deysi Yarely Perdomo

Dung Phuong Pham
Asbjorn Wiig Saevik

Yifei Ma Sinon
Riley V. Truong

Jennifer J. Zakula

Alani Jade Atkinson
Mariam D. Bah

Jordan Renee Brown
Natasha Campbell
Amani Coleman

Taylor Marie Dunlap-Hughes
Alfredo Ordaz Fonseca
Ciniyah Lenae Freeman

Brissa Garcia
Jenifer Godinez
Anzlett Goggans

Lauryn Griggs
Adan Saeed Gutierrez

Amiya Hudson
Kayla Jenkins

Jennifer Jimenez Hernandez
Pierre Andre Lentayao Jitomo

Alona Shanice Kenneybrew
Miracle Alayih Kent

Deandre Littleton
Alba Marie Marshall

Melissa Mendoza-Mora

Rosa Delia Meneses
Alayah C. Miller

Nhi Hoang Xuan Nguyen
Cammiah Annette Olinde

Taylor Anne Pierce
Jessica Singh

Sancho Kyle Smith
Thuy-Duong Thi Tran
Taylor Maelean Welch

Wendoline Anahi Zamora-Castro
Tyler Noah Zihlmann

Tahlia Connor
Sanaa Amyah Francis

Mai Huynh
Graciella Ligodi Mpanzu

Tomilola Rebecca Olabosinde
Victoria Smith
Keri J. Waller

Ashley Denise Owens

SUMM A CUM L AUDE 

M AGNA CUM L AUDE 

CUM L AUDE 

HIGH HONORS
RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO

ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.75 - 4.0

HONORS
RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO

ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.50 - 3.74

Chloe Lane Burer
Dania Guadalupe Flores Rivera

Rackaya Haughton
Yecenia Guadalupe Hernandez-Moreno

Kaia Aleyah Lewis

Devin Mykal Middleton
Katie Nguyen

Nicole Marie Nobles
Angelina Mariya Panamthottam

DiAnna Piccolo

Kaitlyn Grace Pruitt
Leslie-James Sanders

Alexis N. Taylor
Meghan Williams

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.90 - 4.0

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.70 - 3.89

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.50 - 3.69

ACADEMIC HONORS NOTED IN THIS PROGRAM ARE BASED ON GRADE POINT AVERAGES CALCULATED THE SEMESTER PRIOR TO THE TERM 
OF GRADUATION. ACADEMIC HONORS STATUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON THE CALCULATION OF THE FINAL GRADE POINT 

AVERAGE AT THE TIME OF DEGREE CONFERRAL.
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Corwin N. Harper is the president of Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Georgia. 

As regional health plan president, Harper leads the organization’s focus on providing integrated, high-quality 
health care and coverage for more than 464,000 Kaiser Permanente members in Georgia. 

Harper reports to Kaiser Permanente’s president of Integrated Care and Coverage, Craig T. Albanese. He 
collaborates closely with Nkem Chukwumerije, MD, executive medical director for The Southeast Permanente 
Medical Group. His deep knowledge of Kaiser Permanente’s integrated care model and health plan operations is 
crucial in advancing Georgia’s strategic and operational performance. 

Harper brings 39 years of health care and hospital leadership experience to his position, including 25 years of 
prior success at Kaiser Permanente. He has held multiple leadership roles at Kaiser Permanente in Northern 
California, including senior vice president, medical group administrator, area manager, and director of hospital 
operations with The Permanente Medical Group. 

Most recently, Harper served as CEO of Ochsner LSU Health North Louisiana, an integrated academic health 
system with three acute care hospitals, a behavioral health hospital, and 20 clinics with over 600 students, 
residents, and faculty. Earlier, as regional CEO and chief growth officer for Ochsner Health, he led the turnaround 
efforts of hospitals and clinics on the Northshore of Louisiana and the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Harper served on the University of the Pacific Board of Regents Finance Committee and currently serves on the 
American College of Health Care Executives Board of Governors. He is also a preceptor for the U.S. Army Baylor 
Residency Program. Harper holds a Master of Health Care Administration from Baylor University and a bachelor’s 
degree in biology from The Citadel. His leadership philosophy is focused on stewardship for humanity in service to 
healthcare.

Harper grew up in South Carolina and has strong ties to Georgia. He met and married his wife, Terrye Moore-
Harper, DNP, while they were both on active duty in the U.S. Army in Georgia. He has extended family in the state 
and cherished memories of going to Atlanta Braves games with his grandfather. 

COMMENCEMENT SPE A KER

CORWIN N. HARPER
PRESIDENT OF KAISER FOUNDATION 
HEALTH PLAN OF GEORGIA
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Calvin Smith is graduating with a Master of Business Administration from Clayton State University, earning a perfect 
4.0 GPA and demonstrating a strong commitment to academic excellence, leadership, and real-world application.

A dedicated and accomplished student leader, Calvin served as Vice President of the Student Government Association, 
where he advocated for student needs and helped enhance the campus experience. He also served as a Laker 
Orientation Leader and Laker Navigator, mentoring students, fostering a sense of belonging, and guiding peers as they 
navigated their academic journeys.

During his time at the College of Business, Calvin further distinguished himself as a member of the award-winning 
team that earned first place at the Broadwell Consulting Case Competition. Competing against top institutions, 
the team presented solutions before a panel of Deloitte executives, showcasing Calvin’s ability to apply classroom 
knowledge to complex business challenges while demonstrating strong skills in strategy, communication, and 
collaboration. 

Calvin’s connection to Clayton State spans more than a decade, beginning with early involvement in youth programs 
and continuing through his undergraduate and graduate studies. His journey reflects resilience, personal growth, and 
a deep commitment to the Laker community.

Beyond campus, Calvin remains actively engaged in the Atlanta community through his work with Future Successors 
and participation in the United Way VIP program, reflecting his dedication to service.

After graduation, Calvin plans to continue his work with PNC Bank’s Nonprofit Strategy & Solutions Group, 
supporting nonprofits and foundations in managing financial resources and expanding their impact in the community.

Through his academic achievement, leadership, and service, Calvin represents the very best of Clayton State 
University and its mission to develop leaders prepared to make a meaningful difference.

CALVIN SMITH
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

STUDENT SPE A KER
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AC A DEMIC REGA LI A
The tradition of academic regalia dates back to the Middle Ages, when scholars, often clergy, wore 
heavy gowns for warmth in unheated buildings. Today, American academic dress follows a similar 
tradition, first adopted by Harvard in 1636.

The commencement procession has ecclesiastical roots, reflecting the church’s historic role in 
education.

AC A DEMIC PROCESSION A ND SYMBOLS

University Mace: Symbolizing presidential authority, Clayton State’s mace—crafted from   a        
lightning-damaged campus tree by Lyceum artist Mark Barr—is carried by the Chair of Faculty 
Senate.

Presidential Medallion: Worn by the President, it features the Georgia state seal and university 
name.

Honors: Graduates with a GPA of 3.5 or higher wear gold cords. Final honors are recorded on 
diplomas and transcripts. Honors status is pending final grades and maintained by the Office of the 
Registrar.

Degrees are awarded upon verification of all academic requirements. Due to printing deadlines, not all 
listed candidates may have completed their degrees. An asterisk (*) denotes members of the Clayton 
State Honors Program.

Gowns: Associate degree candidates wear gray gowns; bachelor’s, black; master’s gowns feature 
long, closed sleeves with arm slits; doctoral gowns are trimmed with velvet and bear three velvet 
sleeve bars.

Hoods: The hood’s length and velvet trim indicate the degree level—master’s (3.5 feet, 3-inch 
velvet), doctorate (4 feet, 5-inch velvet). The velvet color represents the field of study (e.g., Science—
Yellow; Arts—White; Business—Drab). Hoods are lined with the colors of the granting institution.

Caps: All graduates wear the mortarboard. Tassels are black or match the field of study; doctoral 
graduates may wear a velvet cap or a mortarboard with a gold tassel.
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Dr. Jill Drake
Provost and Executive Vice President 

for Academic Affairs

Corlis Cummings
General Counsel 

Michael Little
Interim Vice President for University Advancement  

and External Affairs 

Nick Henry
Vice President for Business and Operations 

Jim Pete
Vice President for Information and

 Technology Services

Jermaine Rolle
Director of Athletics 

Dr. Ashlee Spearman
Vice President for Enrollment, 

Marketing, and Student Success 

Dr. Takeem Dean
Vice President for Student Affairs 

PRESIDENT’S C A BINET

Dr. Georj L. Lewis 2023 - Present
Kerry L. Heyward, Interim President 2022 – 2023

Dr. T. Ramon Stuart 2021 – 2022
Dr. Thomas J. Hynes, Jr. 2009 – 2021
Dr. Thomas K. Harden 2000 – 2009

Michael F. Vollmer, Interim President 1999 – 2000
Dr. Richard A. Skinner 1994 – 1999

Dr. Harry S. Downs, Founding President 1969 – 1994

PRESIDENTS

Dr. Georj L. Lewis
 President



– 13 –

CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y A LM A M ATER 

Walking through your majestic pines,

We embrace your simple splendor,

Our hearts and spirits full of hope,

Our minds wide open and ready.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking by your beautiful lake,

We find a new community

Of people from all nations

All joined as one in learning.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking proudly among our peers,

We wear your colors true.

Now shaped and prepared by Clayton State,

We are ready for our future.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking through our unfolding lives,

We take you on the path,

Knowing that the years will change us,

And your standard will remain.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.
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SPRING 2026 COMMENCEMENT COMMIT TEE

Amiah Pierre

Andrea Clark

Ashlee Spearman

Cedric Giles

Ceimone Henderson-Strickland

Cephas Archie

Chaleka Nickerson

Charles Bridges

Darren Thomas

Debra Davis

Demika Howard-Wayne

Gayron Taylor

Heidi Benford

James Kaiser

Jayden Monteilh

Jermaine Rolle

Joe Johnson

John Keener

Joseph Clark

Katherine Sylvestre

Kimberley Campbell

Kurt-Alexander Zeller

LaShanda Hardin

Leanne Bradberry

Lindsay Chandler

Matthew Sansbury

Melva Robertson

Michael Lindsay

Michael Little

Michael Perkins

MARSHALS
Faculty Marshal

Dr. Melva Robertson
Deputy Faculty Marshal
Dr. Matthew Sansbury

Student Marshal 
Dr. Mya Richardson-Echols

Platform Marshal 
Heidi Benford

READERS
Dr. Kurt Alexander Zeller

Dr. E. Joe Johnson

ANNOUNCER
Dr. Michelle Nelson

PERFORMERS
Antonia Hardin, Mezzo-Soprano 

Dr. Jacob Lee, Accompanist

USHERS
Provided by

Department of Campus Life 

ACKNOW LEDGMENTS
M A RSH A LS, RE A DERS, A NNOUNCER, & PERFORMERS

Michelle Nelson

Michiko Otaki

Mya Richardson-Echols

Naomi Leader

Nicholas Bennett

Portia Kirkland-Clemmons

Rebecca Gmeiner

Samuel Viebrock

Takeem Dean

Tamika Chase

Tammy Wilson

Thanh Dong

Thomas Stein

Tony Berry
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THE A RENA AT SOUTHL A KE M A P A ND FACILITIES INFORM ATION

LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2

AMBULANCE
An ambulance will be stationed outside the arena in case of medical or emergency needs.

EMERGENCY EXITS
In case of emergency, please proceed to the nearest exit in an orderly manner.

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Flowers, CSU logo items, and diploma frames are available at the concession cart outside the Zone 2 after 
the ceremony. CSU logo items and diploma frames are 15% off at the concession cart.

GUEST ASSISTANCE
Ushers are available for assistance and information throughout the arena.

PHOTOGRAPHY
A professional photographer will take a photo of the graduates as they cross the stage. Please do not 
approach the stage area for personal photos as this can disrupt the flow of the ceremony and obstruct the 
view of others. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Officers will be stationed inside and outside the arena.

SMOKING
Smoking and tobacco use are not permitted in the arena.




