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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

FALL 2024 COMMENCEMENT
December 6, 2024

Dr. Joanne Ardovini 
Interim Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs  

PRESIDING
3:00 PM

PROCESSIONAL† “Pomp & Circumstance–March No. 1” - Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM† “The Star-Spangled Banner” - �Francis Scott Key, poem   
John Stafford Smith, music

WELCOME Dr. Joanne Ardovini

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Dr. Georj Lewis, President

INTRODUCTION OF 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Joanne Ardovini

STUDENT ADDRESS Alexandra Johnson, Bachelor of Arts

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Timothy Wang,
Managing Director at Delta Air Lines

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE 
HOODS

Dr. J. Celeste Walley-Jean, Assistant Provost & Dean, School of 
                                                  Graduate Studies

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR DEGREES

Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
                                          and Dean, College of Health
Dr. Jacob Chacko, Dean, College of Business
Dr. Ebrahim Khosravi, Dean, College of Information and 
                                          Mathematical Sciences

CONFERRING & PRESENTATION OF 
DEGREES

Dr. Georj Lewis

INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO 
THE NATIONAL ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION

Joseph Echols ’06 ’11, Alumni Association President

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Dr. Georj Lewis

ALMA MATER “Walking in Love and Strength” - Dr. Brigitte Byrd, poem
                                                      Dr. Richard Bell, music

RECESSIONAL† “Grand March From Aida” - Giuseppe Verdi

†All those who are able, please stand. Please remain standing until the procession has withdrawn.
Please set all mobile devices to silent mode.
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

FALL 2024 COMMENCEMENT
December 7, 2024

Dr. Joanne Ardovini 
Interim Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs  

PRESIDING
9:00 AM

PROCESSIONAL† “Pomp & Circumstance–March No. 1” - Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM† “The Star-Spangled Banner” - �Francis Scott Key, poem   
John Stafford Smith, music

WELCOME Dr. Joanne Ardovini

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Dr. Georj Lewis, President

INTRODUCTION OF 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Joanne Ardovini

STUDENT ADDRESS Jaleasa Martin, Masters in Strategic Leadership and Development

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Nina Packer,                                                                          
Executive Director of Clayton County Public Schools Foundation

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE 
HOODS

Dr. J. Celeste Walley-Jean, Assistant Provost & Dean, School of 
                                                  Graduate Studies

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR DEGREES

Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
                                          and Dean, College of Health
Dr. Jacob Chacko, Dean, College of Business
Dr. Ebrahim Khosravi, Dean, College of Information and 
                                          Mathematical Sciences

CONFERRING & PRESENTATION OF 
DEGREES

Dr. Georj Lewis

INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO 
THE NATIONAL ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION

Joseph Echols ’06 ’11, Alumni Association President

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Dr. Georj Lewis

ALMA MATER “Walking in Love and Strength” - Dr. Brigitte Byrd, poem
                                                      Dr. Richard Bell, music

RECESSIONAL† “Grand March From Aida” - Giuseppe Verdi

†All those who are able, please stand. Please remain standing until the procession has withdrawn.
Please set all mobile devices to silent mode.



– 4 –

CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

FALL 2024 COMMENCEMENT

December 7, 2024
Dr. Joanne Ardovini 

Interim Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs  
PRESIDING

12:00 PM

PROCESSIONAL† “Pomp & Circumstance–March No. 1” - Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM† “The Star-Spangled Banner” - �Francis Scott Key, poem   
John Stafford Smith, music

WELCOME Dr. Joanne Ardovini

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Dr. Georj Lewis, President

INTRODUCTION OF 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Joanne Ardovini

STUDENT ADDRESS Joshua Babineaux, Masters in Strategic Leadership and Development

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Dr. Adrian Washington,                                                                   
Vice President of Client Management for UnitedHealth Group OptumRx

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE 
HOODS

Dr. J. Celeste Walley-Jean, Assistant Provost & Dean, School of 
                                                   Graduate Studies

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR DEGREES

Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
                                          and Dean, College of Health
Dr. Jacob Chacko, Dean, College of Business
Dr. Ebrahim Khosravi, Dean, College of Information and 
                                          Mathematical Sciences

CONFERRING & PRESENTATION OF 
DEGREES

Dr. Georj Lewis

INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO 
THE NATIONAL ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION

Joseph Echols ’06 ’11, Alumni Association President

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Dr. Georj Lewis

ALMA MATER “Walking in Love and Strength” - Dr. Brigitte Byrd, poem
                                                      Dr. Richard Bell, music

RECESSIONAL† “Grand March From Aida” - Giuseppe Verdi

†All those who are able, please stand. Please remain standing until the procession has withdrawn.
Please set all mobile devices to silent mode.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS & 
SCIENCES

MASTER OF ARTS
LIBERAL STUDIES
Blair D. Fortson
Vanitinine Johnson
Darryl Sylvester Kelly
Xenia Imani Redmond
Shekila M. Stansberry
Clark Thompson Thornton

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING
Darnell Lewis Hurt

MASTER OF PUBLIC  
ADMINISTRATION 
Diondra J. Burgess
Calyn Chaffin
Nicholas Andrew Elliott
Kevonne Joseph Johnson
Melissa Danielle Jones
Breeanna King
Aimee Magnolia Lawson
Long Thien Luu
James Hendry Miller
Aaliyah Mustafaa
Tracie Neal
Thi Nguyen

MASTER OF SCIENCE
CLINICAL/COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY
Noah James Ambrose
Tahja Z. Barnes
Khymorah E. Bashir
Ross Garrett Belflower
Priscilla Ruth Moore Bookman
Tameya Corbett
Shakaelah Fisher
Ian Gomez
Jade Imari Harry
Vanessa Lawson
Ashley Michelle Mosley
Jahnia Ceniece Phillips
Monika A. Porter
Kimberly Powers
Ashley Brianna Reynolds
Skyler Andrew Smith

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Moyinoluwa Akintayo
Ali Nabeeh Al Khonaizi
Halima Oluwabunmi Bello
DeErica Bennett
Nicholas Samuel Bennett
Zayla Renee’ Blount
Diandra Boler
Kherron Broom
Ayanna Rashida Bryant
Danaya Jacobs Bryant
Erin Alexandria Clayton
Dareon Edward Collier
Kevelyn Cormier
Alicia L. Crenshaw
Ashanti Davis
Darius Allen Davis
Lauren Renay Davis
Richard L.A.U. Ellis
Cecila Ray Finley
Sharmaine Naomi Fisher
Americo Foschini
Xaniyah Nicole Gadson
Sheila Gallegos
Ashley Grier
Terralyn Akeiah Hankerson
Indigo Nijayyah Harris
Shakia Harris
Charizma Head Jr.
Emily Abernathy Johnson
Mardella Jones
Koffi Anzoua Evarisse Kra
Schuroda Lane
Trevor Langton
Allyson Leigh Lawrence
Jennifer N. Le
Bephanie Lott
Yen Hoang Luu
Taniia Rehany Mahone
Sayidah McGee
Kiyara Alexus McLain
Diamond L. Miller
Jack Mullinax
Michelle Alyson Nelson
Jahbril Nwosu
Juliet Nena Okpala
Alexander Jimmy Owens
James Patmon
Deanna Latrice Perkins
Elizabeth Denise Powell
Olivia Rankin
Paulette Staley Reynolds
Kelaiah Rose
Ashima Saxena
Brett Hayden Scott
Amadou Sene

Ashley N. Simmons
Chana Yvette Smith
Mekiah Smith
Reginald Starling
Jill Erin Stefaniak
Michael David Lee Tanks, II
Jameesa Threatt
Lynnae Toombs
Alexandria White
Jacoby Lamon Wright

MASTER OF SCIENCE
SUPPLY CHAIN ANALYTICS
John Wesley Garrett
Muosa Sheikh
Lyndsey Slack

MASTER OF STRATEGIC 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Joshua Dwayne Babineaux
Margaret Suzanne Beckham
Dominique Bridges
Kimberley Gail Brooks
Cheryce Carmichael
Therese Dingle
Vintage Astar Patrice Eaves
Brockstavious Gaines
Yolanda S. Goodrum
Clyreon Robertson Harris
Keyauna Chantel Hopkins
Barry T. Hunter
Sarah Johnson
Antonyqua Knox
Ernesto Lamar
Karen Evette Lambert
Jennifer Adele Livingston
Jaleasa Martin
Elizabeth Susan Mastrario
Leon McGee
Jessica Joy Miller
Hasan Nemley
Enrique Deandre Passmore
Maurice Patten
Cortney Kristina Pearson
Karen Sessoms
Antania Rochell Simmons
Sherise Ayan Smith
Toni Kenyon Terry
Lakeisha Thigpen
Felicia Taylor Wimberly
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH

MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION 
Jacqueline Lee Fuller
Kaye-Ann Francine Johnson
Alize Kiara Shepherd
Na’Tashia Shabre Walker

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Adetola Jumole Makanjuola
Mahlet Tefera Shawel
Elom Teklu

COLLEGE OF 
INFORMATION & 
MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES

MASTER OF ARCHIVAL STUDIES
Jerrold Landis Mobley
Kevin Ozeryansky

MASTER OF SCIENCE
DATA SCIENCE
Samuel Asumadu
Luther Charles King
Abyssinia Lemma Mulatu
Darshankumar Shashikant Patel
Everett Sullivan
Christopher Lewis White

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CYBER 
TECHNOLOGY
Godstime Nnoroum
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COLLEGE OF ARTS 
& SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT
Jelani Issa Ameer
Antoniette Bell
Jasmine Burley
Valerie Davis
Cheryl Fargo
Elizabeth Guzman
Marcinia Carolyne Laventure
Annette Marie Mayfield
Antoinette Sade Woods

TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT
Jennifer Chioma Nduka

BACHELOR OF ARTS
COMMUNICATION & MEDIA STUDIES
Shanice Comrie
Chelsea Doh
Kaci Eason
Robert Marion Freeman
Chardae Holmes
Jayla Karia Leonard
Brontee Lamaeso Nunnally
Olin Kristian Paivarinta-Skands
Houlleye Watt
Kevonte Demond Williams

ENGLISH
Courtney Renee Dillon
Joleighka A. Harris
Mary Madalyn Hubbard
Islah Tahanee Rahmaan
Annika Victoria Vanderboom

FILM PRODUCTION
Trinity Chastain
Christian Alexander Grier
Erica Spencer
Joseph Steven Tebo
Juvenal Valencia Montoya

FRENCH
Monique Nicole Burts

HISTORY
Abhinav Agarwal
Nathaniel Bonavita
Robert Daniel Brinkley
Anna Michele Hendrix
Michael David Post
Jasmine Nicole Yulee

LIBERAL STUDIES
Shonnel D. Hinton
Darinda Elaine Peek
Michael Kevin Smith
Robin Aleph Smith

SPANISH
Andrea Lois Arnold
Parnel Pierre

THEATRE
John Alexander Fessenden
LinDell Mar’Rei McFadden
Joel Negron
Trene’ A. Ryals
William Joseph Samples

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Jaesun-Noah Caristian Amis
Taylor Imani Brandon
Erlinda Montejo Carroll
Symerly Anne Cotter-Reilly
Journey Elaine Cox
Jamereon Edwards
Stafani Garcia Barajas
Antinesia Gayton
Samantha Karen Herndon
Nora Lee Miller
Tyshay Briyauna Proctor
Lukmon Raheem*
Sharday Tigner
Britney Xiomara Villalpando
La Honi Roshae Walker

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Lyndetta Clarisa Heard

INTEGRATIVE STUDIES
Shanda M. Bishop
Barigordum B. Jumbo
Natashia Thompson
Christina Williams

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Tiffany Adé
Ahman Cinque Banks
Tavia Rena Bell
Jayla Brown
Xavier Cotto
Sasha Seymon Daniels
Tykeisha Dew
Crystal R. Farley-Thompson
Zainah Freeman
Deluv Guillory
Geterious H. Holiday

Iyana S. Hughes
Brandi Nichole Hyche
Alexandra Johnson
Stephanie Kather
Kaleemah Kidd
Olanrewaju T. Lambo
Brutene Mccray Linder
Kendell Quinderrius Mabry
Mohamed Mahrous Amine
Elliot M. Malonga
Donshae’ Marshall
Dorcas Alfredo K. Martinho
Karmon L. Mason
Sanetra White Miller
Tina Louise Norman
Sharenna Nicole Owens
Kevin Pless
Alexxa Quiles Stallworth
Yolanda D. Strickland
Deonanna Marie Tarver
April Chree Terrell
Lameka Sherie Walker
Joi D. Wilkes

LEGAL STUDIES
Daniel B. Allen
Bianca Battle
Chandra K. Carter-Morton
Antonio D. Clay
Lilliana Cortez
Marcedes Yvonta Jackson
Zartravous Devoris Johnson
Samani Helena Rivera
Miazhee Shirelle Samuels
Jamira K. Sheffield
Celandria Latrice Sidney
Kennedy Smith*
Van Zing

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Athena Beharry
Markel M. Bell
Denzel E. Byars

PSYCHOLOGY &  
HUMAN SERVICES
Muhsana Taqiyah Abdul-Latif
Brisa Aguirre Santillan
Berquila C. Arnold
Patrick W. Bailey
Jasmine Vernise Barnes
Jessica Breanna Bowles
Justinia B. Bradsby
Reynalda Leshan Brant
Cayla Dejuana Brown
Tahlia Brown-Stangherlin
Vontavia Bryant
Shayvon Lamariah Butler
Alexis Bynoe

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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Deanna Chadwick
Synae Coleman
Shiaera Renee Curinton
Steven Jermain Dennis
Kyra Dynae Douglass
Ricky Dennis Evans
Nedjie Flarandjini Francois
Shawnniwia Frye
Lashell Full
Jakia Galloway
Amera Ameenah Green
Quanisha Guthrie
Michael D’angelo Hemingway
Eryka I. Henry
Seairra Hinton-Umogbai
Mareona Shana Horton
Maria Tran Hua
Demitri Hunter
Keelie Shermaine Johnson
Precious Keamber Jones
Ashya Deandrea Kelly
Montrell Alexander Langford
Raena Camille Liscio
Kaitlyn Earle Manning
Kenneth Mcfarland
Mario Alexis Nava
Jada R. Nelson
Miracle T. Oni
Ar’rion Damaris Pearce
Shramanda Randall
Starkeisia Redding
Aniya Monae Rice
Tainniya K. Rowe
Alice Chauntail Shamburger
Natonya Sims
Arrion Smith
Tatyana N. Smith
Shameika J. Spinks
Mildred Stowers
Jewell Strozier
Angela Walcott
Tameka Ward
Zhané Amaal Whitaker
Tiffany M. Young

SOCIOLOGY
Keona D. Carter
Kayla Anita Duff
Armani Murrah

SOCIOLOGY & SOCIAL SERVICES
ShaQualia Chanterria Monea Christian
Toreeda J’nee Cunningham
Laffetta Latrice Gibson
Zoee Ariel Walker

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
ACCOUNTING
Mamadou Diallo
Joseph Steven Garcia
Nijil Jones
Shrinidhi MohanRaj Ranganayaki
LaTanya Outerbridge
Jamecea Robinson
Selena D. Robinson
Claribel Ross*
Joshua Searles
D’nae Stubbs
Michael L. Turner
Emmanuelle Listro Villars

GENERAL BUSINESS
Adriana Elise Ameer
Adarius Trevon Andrews
Nydia Barreto
Shauna R. Bennett-Boyd
Sha’kya T. Braxton
Makyyah Amani Brown
Brian Christopher Canada
Lancine Cisse
Frislene Desca
Vincent Sarfo Esson
Logan Tyler Franks
Giselle Funes
Axel Gomora
Karla Sarai Gonzalez Flores
Sean Gravley
Gustavo Guadarrama
Jalen O. Harun
Jazmine Marie Jones
Micaha Kelly
Vannsidy Leang
Domonique Mitchell
Lena Marià Mitchell
Ifunanya O. Okwuosa
Sophotra Malissa Phun
Yuliana Yazmin Pineda-Pinon
Natoya Tanasha Saunders
Travieus Antonio Shy
Cordarius D’Juan Spiller
Desiree Lili Srey
Jaysia E. Thornton
An M. Trinh
Thao N. Vu
Bynesha Fane Womack

MANAGEMENT
Carmela Genee’ Anderson
Alastajah Leione Booker
Talia Brown
Marielena Collado

Rodney Crawford
Vashni Jayla Emmers
Sierra Shameka Hardaway
Ashley Washington Harris
Alexis Agustin Iturria
Mia Jones
Derek John Kinsman
Alexandrea Evaughn Mann
Christina Quynh Nguyen
Nyiesha T. Pierce
Britney Elease Powell
Erica T’keyah Rudley
Andrea Seabolt
I’Uana Slaughter
Andrew Todd Turpin
Jacob Bailey Yarbrough

MARKETING
Billy Davis
Tommy Huynh
Victoria Matthews
Ameilya D. Richman
Jonathan Joseph Tolin
Shania L. Tyson
Leah Yarentzy Vazquez

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT
Jayla T. Barnett
Danielle France Robinson

COLLEGE OF HEALTH

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
HEALTH & FITNESS MANAGEMENT
Adam Isaiah Arnold
Aubrey Faith Harrison

HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT
Ousmane Amouza
Sydni Gabrielle Athy
Aminata Ba
Kelley Marie Geer
Destiny Henderson
Michael Dav Johnson
Gisellia Mouele Makita
David Peters
Kayla Jerrinise Reynolds
Dayna Vernon

HEALTH SCIENCES
Maya Alyce Adams
Oluwadamilola A. Ashekun
Sabrina Irene Barthelemy
Ebonie Alexis Birston Suakollie
Kalif J. Bradley
Savanna Brooks
Brianna Brown

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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Kathy H. Chiu
Khamari Nygee Culmer
Nigel Abatio Dalton
Lauren Alexandria Davis
Dreu Diamond Forbes
Essence I. Gant
Kayla Myshon Hardy
Nykaya L. Harp
Douglas Ali Harris
Jameshia Laniah Harris
Nakita C. Hillman
Zion R. Jackson
Tanaeya Johnson
Jazmine Lashe Jones
Valerie N. Jordan
Eriel Michelle Landry
Benjanique Lewis
Kayla Renel Lewis
Angela Luna Hernandez
Danielle Lynch*
Larika Renee McAllister
Aniyah Z. McKenzie
Gordon Michel
Thu Minh Nguyen
Gisele Somdouya Ouedraogo Dabire
Merari Patino
Rayven Iman Pickens-Lewis
Khania S. Reese
Precious K. Riggins
Nakiya Cashon Salter
Kathleen Sengsavath
Mikyla Aaliyah Slan
Amaria Jordan Smith
Kierra Lashay Smith
Bianca M. Sparla
Anjanette Stephens
Jasmine Stevens
Jayla Amece Swain
Mecca M. Swinton
Tyesha T. Thomas
Niyla M. Tompkins
Tytiana Alexia Torrance
Shanice Alexandria Wallace
Miracle White
Raven Nicole White
Zinayah Williams
Ka’sha Myria Yancey

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
DENTAL HYGIENE
Leslie Casals

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Makayla Baker
Brittney Besley
Emilio J. Bonomi
Cha’Neisha Brimidge
Aaliyah Shakayann Brown

Tamera Brown
Kelsey Danielle Bunn
Brittney L. Cook
Bintou Diakite
Anika Johanna Fredericks
Ivy Gilleran
Samantha Grant
Keona Sherri Hollis
Ianel A. Johnson
Arshpreet Kaur
Lydia Grace Kell
Angel Abriyanna Kirkland
Alanis M. Moran*
Laura Muoti
Elizabeth Navarro Diaz
Roslyn Nurse
Judith Chisom Nwigwe
Joy Mjinma Obiazor
Saniyyah Rudison
Brittney Alexander Shirley
Britney Smith
Julia Marie Sohn
Whitney Storey
Michael Antonio Tigner
Keith L. Wilson
Honoura Becky Yemi-Sofumade

COLLEGE OF 
INFORMATION & 
MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
Jamie Edward Allen
Lucas Cao
Jonathan M. Clement
Hannah Kathrine Crittendon
Jiobany Garcia Don
Jazmine L. Fanning
Connor Matthew Lance
Rashawn J. Medley
Zachary Ethan Neeley
Kelvin J. Thompkins
Catherine F. Torres
Cameron R. Zellner

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
BIOLOGY
Janyia Bailey
Asia Buckins
Kailinya Brequel Elom
Jonathan Hardrick
Devon Kennedy
Sierra Rae Manesh
Zoriah Morris

Jose Armando Munoz
Teagan Newcombe
Paige Alana Phillips
Josette’ Michelle Philossaint
Joria Smith
Shakima Kadiedra Tyrell
Carlos Williams

CHEMISTRY
Ghadeer Alchbenawi
Tequayla Amiya Carter
Anna Tran

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Dondre Devon Banks Overton
Javonte B. Carr
Albert Coughlin
Birame Diop
Abdou Aziz Gajigo
Bryce Anthony Hall
Kristopher M. Howell
Jordan Chukwudalu Ibezim
Darryl T. Jackson
Crystal J. Jessie
Justin David Lee
Evan L. Mosley
John Nguyen
Tommy The Long Nguyen
Aduragbemi Glory Ogunbunmi
Justice Okpara
Dejermey M. Pettis
Christopher Manuel Ramirez
Jean Ketler Rene
Milton Aparicio Rosa
Nicholas R. Smikle
Isami Gabriel Takeuchi
Torean Tyrun White

COLLEGE OF ARTS 
& SCIENCES

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Melinda S. Corley
Alecia Shields

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS IN  
FILM PRODUCTION
Kathryn Noel Street

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
INTEGRATIVE STUDIES
Josue Roblero
Gabriela Valle Rosa

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cristin Ashante Arties
Allaya Brielle Banks
Angel Bates
Milanie Alexis Black
Y’Lexis Simone Chatman
Paul Criscillis
Jocilyn Sakiyah Gilyard
Dev S. Shastri

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
PARALEGAL STUDIES
Jessica Bable
Beatrice Crawford
Taylor Grace Hammett
Angel Muhammad

COLLEGE OF 
INFORMATION & 
MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Chantell Alexus Brown
Jaudon Culver
Amber Atrean Harris
Dayana Imani-Rena Howard
Max-Hardy Soliny Laguerre
Daniel Fitzpatrick Patterson

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y
AC A DEMIC DISTINCTION

Berquila C. Arnold
Antonio D. Clay

Jonathan M. Clement
Toreeda J’nee Cunningham

Courtney Renee Dillon
Kayla Anita Duff

Joseph Steven Garcia
Aubrey Faith Harrison

Lydia Grace Kell
Connor Matthew Lance
Kaitlyn Earle Manning

Joy Mjinma Obiazor

Christopher Manuel Ramirez
Joshua Searles

Desiree Lili Srey
Juvenal Valencia Montoya

Leah Yarentzy Vazquez
Van Zing

Abhinav Agarwal
Adam Isaiah Arnold

Brian Christopher Canada
Trinity Chastain
Albert Coughlin

Valerie Davis
Jiobany Garcia Don
Logan Tyler Franks

Anika Johanna Fredericks
Giselle Funes

Ivy Gilleran
Iyana S. Hughes

Jazmine Lashe Jones
Zachary Ethan Neeley

Christina Quynh Nguyen
Tommy The Long Nguyen

Michael David Post
Lukmon Raheem

Selena D. Robinson
Claribel Ross

William Joseph Samples
Natoya Tanasha Saunders

Jamira K. Sheffield
Isami Gabriel Takeuchi

April Chree Terrell
Annika Victoria Vanderboom

Houlleye Watt
Torean Tyrun White
Jasmine Nicole Yulee

Kathryn Noel Street

SUMM A CUM L AUDE 

M AGNA CUM L AUDE 

CUM L AUDE 

HIGH HONORS
RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO

ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.75 - 4.0

Kelsey Danielle Bunn
Monique Nicole Burts

Lucas Cao

Chelsea Doh
Maria Tran Hua

Mary Madalyn Hubbard

Kennedy Smith
Jonathan Joseph Tolin

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.90 - 4.0

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.70 - 3.89

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.50 - 3.69

ACADEMIC HONORS NOTED IN THIS PROGRAM ARE BASED ON GRADE POINT AVERAGES CALCULATED THE SEMESTER PRIOR TO 
THE TERM OF GRADUATION. HONORS STATUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON THE CALCULATION OF THE FINAL GRADE 

POINT AVERAGE AT THE TIME OF DEGREE CONFERRAL.
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MARSHALS
Faculty Marshal

Dr. Michael Lindsay
Deputy Faculty Marshal
Dr. Matthew Sansbury

Student Marshal 
Dr. Mya Richardson-Echols

READER
Dr. E. Joe Johnson

ANNOUNCER
Deborah Davis

MUSICIANS
Dr. Michiko Otaki, DMA, keyboard

Keenan Kade, vocalist

USHERS
Clayton State University  

Department of Campus Life  
provided volunteers

ACKNOW LEDGMENTS

FACULT Y M A RSH A LS, RE A DER & SPE A KERS

TIMOTHY WANG
MANAGING DIRECTOR AT DELTA AIR LINES

Timothy Wang is Managing Director at Delta Air Lines, where he leads the Delta 
Connection business division. Delta Connection is one of the world’s largest regional airline 
systems, with over 325 aircraft and 1,500 daily flights throughout North America and the 
Caribbean. Previously, Timothy served as Associate General Counsel, leading a team of 
lawyers and paralegals responsible for providing legal strategy and support on technology, 
commercial, and intellectual property matters across Delta’s global operations.   

Prior to joining Delta, Timothy was a Senior Associate at Alston & Bird, where he advised 
clients on complex corporate and financial transactions, with a focus on FinTech. Before 
his legal career, Timothy led the economic development arm of the Montgomery Area 
Chamber of Commerce, where he served a critical role in establishing Alabama as a global 
automotive production powerhouse.   

Timothy is passionate about giving back to the community. He is the Chair-Elect of the 
Clayton County Chamber of Commerce and serves on the boards of the Atlanta Bar 
Foundation and the Metro Atlanta Regional Business Coalition. Timothy is also the past-
President of the Georgia Asian Pacific American Bar Association and is one of the founders 
of the National AAPI Crime Victims and Education Fund.   

Timothy received a BA in Economics and East Asian Studies from Harvard University and 
a JD from the University of Michigan. Timothy and his spouse Jessica live in Atlanta with 
their two daughters.  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2024 
3:00 PM CEREMONY

ALEXANDRA JOHNSON 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Alexandra Johnson is graduating from Clayton State University with a bachelor’s degree 
in interdisciplinary studies, building on an associate’s degree in Education earned from 
Georgia State University. 

A non-traditional student, Alexandra began college at 33, balancing her roles as a wife, 
mother, and writer. She is a published author of two writing prompt books and a children’s 
book, showcasing her passion for literature and creativity. 

During her time at Clayton State, she joined the National Society of Leadership and Success 
and completed an internship at a public charter school, gaining hands-on experience in 
education and project management. 

Post-graduation, Alexandra plans to pursue a master’s degree in leadership and write a 
fiction novel. Clayton State holds a special place in her heart, and she looks forward to giving 
back through involvement with the Clayton State Alumni Association.
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NINA PACKER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CLAYTON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

Nina Packer is a distinguished Impact Executive in the nonprofit, education, and 
entertainment sectors with over two decades of experience creating transformative 
programs, initiatives, and organizations. As an innovator, educator, leader, and advocate for 
transformative change, Nina Packer embodies the spirit of innovation and community that 
makes her an ideal choice to inspire the graduates of Clayton State University.   

Nina’s journey in the entertainment industry began with Rainforest Films, where she 
contributed to the development and marketing of iconic films like The Gospel and Stomp 
the Yard. Packer shaped young minds as a Marketing Education Teacher at Clayton County 
Public Schools, where she taught marketing and entrepreneurship and later returned to 
create the innovative Film & Media Magnet Program at Mundy’s Mill High School.   

She currently serves as Executive Director of the Clayton County Public Schools Foundation, 
where she oversees philanthropic initiatives that enrich the educational impact and social 
mobility for students.  

Nina is the founder of Nonprofit Planning & Administration (NPA), where she managed 
initiatives for organizations such as Lil Wayne’s 1 Family Foundation, Akon’s Konfidence 
Foundation, Neyo’s Compound Foundation, and the Trayvon Martin Foundation.  

With degrees from Florida A&M University and Georgia State University, Nina exemplifies 
the power of education in unlocking human potential. Her passion for social impact and 
storytelling resonates through her collaborations with generation-defining figures in 
entertainment and social justice philanthropy.   

Nina is the proud mother of two daughters—a graduate of Howard University and the other 
pursuing her studies at the University of Southern California.  Her life’s work is a testament 
to the extraordinary impact of her creativity, determination, and service 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 2024 
9:00 A M CEREMONY

JALEASA MARTIN 
MASTER’S IN STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP AND DEVELOPMENT

Jaleasa Martin is graduating from Clayton State University with a master’s degree in 
Strategic Leadership Development. 

As a non-traditional student, she brings a wealth of life experience that has enriched 
her studies. During her time at CSU, Jaleasa has remained dedicated to helping others 
gain the skills and opportunities needed for meaningful, sustainable employment, and 
has devoted countless hours to workforce development initiatives. 

After graduation, she plans to continue empowering individuals to achieve and 
maintain self-sufficiency. Jaleasa believes that Clayton State University has been 
instrumental in shaping resilient leaders and is deeply grateful for the transformative 
experience.

MARSHALS
Faculty Marshal

Dr. Michael Lindsay
Deputy Faculty Marshal
Dr. Matthew Sansbury

Student Marshal 
Dr. Mya Richardson-Echols

READER
Ms. Penelope Cliff

ANNOUNCER
Deborah Davis

MUSICIANS
Dr. Michiko Otaki, DMA, keyboard

Kayla Hart, vocalist

USHERS
Clayton State University  

Department of Campus Life  
provided volunteers

ACKNOW LEDGMENTS

FACULT Y M A RSH A LS, RE A DER & SPE A KERS
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MARSHALS
Faculty Marshal

Dr. Michael Lindsay
Deputy Faculty Marshal
Dr. Matthew Sansbury

Student Marshal
Dr. Mya Richardson-Echols

READER
Dr. Kurt-Alexander Zeller

ANNOUNCER
Deborah Davis

MUSICIANS
Dr. Michiko Otaki, DMA, keyboard

Kayla Hart, vocalist

USHERS
Clayton State University  

Department of Campus Life  
provided volunteers

ACKNOW LEDGMENTS

FACULT Y M A RSH A LS, RE A DER & SPE A KERS

DR. ADRIAN WASHINGTON
VICE PRESIDENT OF STRATEGY AND CLIENT MANAGEMENT
UNITEDHEALTHCARE RETIREE SOLUTIONS

As vice president, Adrian is responsible for strategic planning and client management 
supporting Medicare Group retiree benefit plan design and clinical outcomes management.     

Adrian has over 30 years of pharmacy benefit, pharmacy consulting, health policy, and 
executive leadership experience.  Adrian received his Doctor of Pharmacy from Mercer 
University-College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences.  He later earned his Master of Business 
Administration in Healthcare Administration from South University. He is a proud graduate of 
Clayton State University (previously Clayton Jr. College) class of 1987.  

Adrian and his wife (Dr. Ptosha) are proud parents of three (3) adult children, one 
granddaughter and are active within their community and in the educational arena with 
philanthropic giving, mentorship, and supporting several professional development initiatives.  
Adrian actively serves and participates in legislative and pharmacy benefit discussions 
throughout the country.  With active membership in a number of professional associations 
such as the Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy, founding charter member of the Georgia 
Affiliate of Managed Care Pharmacy, Florida Pharmacy Association, National Pharmaceutical 
Association, Founding Partner and Inaugural President of A-I-M (African American Initiatives 
at Mercer), Board of Visitors at Mercer University College of Pharmacy and a member of the 
Laker’s Alumni Board (Clayton State University); living one’s passion and purpose is a core 
value to Adrian. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2024 
12:00 PM CEREMONY

JOSHUA “J.D.” BABINEAUX 
MASTER’S IN STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP AND DEVELOPMENT

Joshua “J.D.” Babineaux is graduating from Clayton State University with a master’s degree 
in Strategic Leadership and Development. As a nontraditional student and a first-generation 
graduate, Joshua’s journey has been one of resilience and determination.

During his time at Clayton State, Joshua has been deeply involved in academic pursuits and 
community involvement.  He is a proud member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated, 
where he has cultivated brotherhood, scholarship, and service. 

His commitment to service is evident through volunteer work with Meals on Wheels Atlanta, 
Covenant House, Hosea Helps, and Toys for Tots, making a positive impact on the community.

Joshua plans to continue his career in leadership at Delta Air Lines after graduation. He 
is dedicated to developing future leaders and helping others realize and reach their fullest 
potential.
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AC A DEMIC REGA LI A

The custom of wearing a distinctive dress for academic ceremonies dates to the Middle Ages when people dressed 
in keeping with their class. The literate class, the clergy, wore the early academic costume; a heavy, dark gown 
seems to have been worn at all times. Hoods and caps were necessary during European winters because buildings 
where scholars lived, studied, and taught, were cold. The faculties of American universities wear distinguishing 
costumes, a tradition which began with Harvard in 1636. Typically, associate degree candidates wear gray gowns 
nearly to the knee; and baccalaureate degree candidates wear black gowns. The master’s gown has long closed 
sleeves with a slit for the arm. The doctor’s gown is faced with a broad strip of velvet and has three horizontal 
velvet bars on each sleeve.

The hood shows the greatest degree of symbolism. The master’s hood is three and one-half feet long and faced with 
a three-inch strip of velvet; the doctor’s hood is four feet long and faced with a five-inch strip of velvet. The color of 
the velvet strip on the hood indicates the field of study in which the degree was earned or granted: Science, Yellow; 
Arts, White; Music, Pink; Business, Drab; Nursing, Apricot; and Philosophy, Blue. Each hood is lined in silk with 
the colors of the institution that granted the degree.

The appropriate cap for all degrees is the familiar “mortarboard.” A black tassel, or one of the colors signifying the 
field or specialization, hanging to the left of the face is appropriate for all degrees. Those holding a doctorate degree 
may wear a soft velvet cap or the mortarboard with a gold thread tassel. 

The academic procession preceding the commencement ceremony is the direct descendant of ecclesiastical 
processions, which included a stately and orderly movement of celebrants to the place of sacred ceremony. As the 
church was for centuries the main force behind intellectual enrichment, the religious overtones of the academic 
procession are not surprising.

The procession begins with the University mace, a symbol of authority for the president and Board of Regents. It 
originated in the Middle Ages as a weapon of last resort for military officers. Later, it was adopted by universities 
as a symbol of the power of ideas and the need for protection of the academic quest for truth and wisdom. Clayton 
State’s mace was turned by Mark Barr, a Lyceum artist-in-residence, and was made from a tree that had been 
damaged by lightning on campus. It is carried by the faculty marshal, who is the university’s senior faculty 
member.

The medallion of office is worn by the President and bears the seal of Clayton State University. It contains the 
outline of the seal of the State of Georgia with the inscription “Constitution, Wisdom, Justice, Moderation, 1969” 
in the center and “Clayton State University” and “University System of Georgia” circling the edge.

Honors—the gold honor cord identifies graduates who have completed their degree requirements with a grade 
point average of at least a 3.5. Actual honor status is noted on the diploma and on the official permanent record. 
The Clayton State Office of the Registrar maintains the official list. Honor designations are contingent upon final 
grades.

Candidates for graduation will be awarded degrees subject to satisfactory completion of all academic 
requirements. Because the names must be provided to the printer several days prior to commencement, the status 
of some candidates listed may have changed since that time. Some candidates may not have completed all degree 
requirements. The listing of a name in this program does not commit Clayton State University to award a degree. 
An asterisk (*) denotes members of the Clayton State Honors Program.

AC A DEMIC PROCESSION A ND SYMBOLS



A BOUT CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

•	 In 1965, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia agreed to create three new junior 
colleges including one to serve south metropolitan Atlanta. The local community raised $4.9 million to 
go along with $3.3 million from the University System of Georgia and began construction of a campus 
on a farm with a few lakes and a healthy stand of trees.

•	 The university has changed substantially since 1969. The pace of change in the economy requires the 
university to continue to grow and adapt as it empowers students to seek success. Through outstanding 
programs, dynamic experiences, appropriate support, and an environment that reflects 21st century 
business and industry, Clayton State University provides students the opportunity and our region the 
workforce needed to complete and succeed globally. For example, in 2019, the School of Education 
was formed to meet the growing need for teachers in our public schools. In spring 2020, the College of 
Business launched a Master of Science in Supply Chain Analytics and a Master of Strategic Leadership 
Development program. In fall 2022, the College of Information and Mathematical Sciences launched 
a Master of Science in Cyber Technology addressing the need for cyber security skills and talent 
development in the south metro Atlanta region.

Georj Lewis
 President

Corlis Cummings
General Counsel 

Joanne Ardovini
Interim Provost and  

Vice President of Academic Affairs

Montrese Adger Fuller
Vice President for University Advancement  

and External Affairs 

Nick Henry
Vice President for Business and Operations 

Jim Pete
Vice President for Information Technology  

and Services

Jermaine Rolle
Director of Athletics 

Ashlee Spearman
Vice President for Enrollment, 

Marketing and Student Success 
Don Stansberry 

Vice President for Student Affairs 

Ceimone Strickland
Special Assistant of Institutional Affairs  

and Compliance

PRESIDENT’S C A BINET

PRESIDENTS
Dr. Georj Lewis 2023

Kerry L. Heyward, Interim President 2022 – 2023
Dr. T. Ramon Stuart 2021 – 2022

Dr. Thomas J. Hynes, Jr. 2009 – 2021
Dr. Thomas K. Harden 2000 – 2009

Michael F. Vollmer, Interim President 1999 – 2000
Dr. Richard A. Skinner 1994 – 1999

Dr. Harry S. Downs, Founding President 1969 – 1994
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y A LM A M ATER 

Walking through your majestic pines,

We embrace your simple splendor,

Our hearts and spirits full of hope,

Our minds wide open and ready.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking by your beautiful lake,

We find a new community

Of people from all nations

All joined as one in learning.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking proudly among our peers,

We wear your colors true.

Now shaped and prepared by Clayton State,

We are ready for our future.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking through our unfolding lives,

We take you on the path,

Knowing that the years will change us,

And your standard will remain.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.
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COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE

Andrea Clark
Andrea Plunkett

Ashlee Spearman
Ashley Washington

Brenda Carr
Camil Douthit
Cedric Giles

Ceimone Henderson-Strickland
Cephas Archie

Charles Bridges
Chris Hunt

Darren Thomas
Don Stansberry
Gayron Taylor
Heidi Benford

Jacqueline Person
James Kaiser

Jeanette Walley-Jean
Jermaine Rolle

Joanne Ardovini-Brooker
John Keener

Katherine Sylvestre
Larry Menter

LaShanda Hardin
Leanne Bradberry

Leon Tuazama
Lindsay Chandler

Matthew Sansbury
Michael Lindsay

Michael Little
Michael Perkins
Michiko Otaki

Montrese Fuller
Mya Richardson-Echols

Naomi Leader
Nicholas Bennett

Nigar Sultana
Norman Grizzell

Penelope Cliff
Rebecca Gmeiner
Shelia Arkwright

Tamika Chase
Tammy Wilson

Thanh Dong
Tony Berry

Warnitris May
		



– 20 –

ATHLETIC CENTER M A P A ND FACILITIES INFORM ATION

AMBULANCE
An ambulance will be stationed in lot B, near the 
east end close to the Athletic Center. 

EMERGENCY EXITS
In case of emergency, please proceed to the 
nearest exit in an orderly manner.

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Flowers, CSU logo items, and diploma frames 
are available at the concession cart outside the 
Athletics Center before and after each ceremony. 
CSU logo items and diploma frames are 15% off at 
the concession cart only, Dec. 6-7, 2024.

GUEST ASSISTANCE
Ushers are available for assistance and 
information.

LOST AND FOUND
For lost and found items, please contact the
Office of Public Safety,  Edgewater Hall, 
Room 207, 678-466-4050.

PHOTOGRAPHY
A professional photographer will take a photo of 
the graduates as they cross the stage. Please do 
not approach the stage area for personal photos 
as this can disrupt the flow of the ceremony and 
obstruct the view of others. 

PROGRAM
A PDF of this Commencement program is 
available at  clayton.edu/commencement

RESTROOMS
Restrooms are indicated on the map.

SMOKING
Smoking and tobacco use are not permitted on
campus.

ALL ENTRANCES 
ARE ACCESSIBLE

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL 
DEFIBULATOR (AED) 
LOCATED IN ROOM E30.  

PUBLIC SAFETY
Officers will be stationed inside the Athletics 
building and outside in the circle area.

GUEST SEATING, SECTION 1

GUEST SEATING,  SECTION 4
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Flowers 
& Gifts

NO ENTRY/NO EXIT

No entry/ no exit will be permitted into the 
Athletic Center 15 minutes prior to the start 
of commencement in preperation of processia 
exercise. 
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