SAMPLE


SAMPLE Implied Informed Consent Form for Social Science Research – Expedited and Full Studies
Clayton State University

Title of Project: Emotional and Behavioral Experiences of College Students in Romantic Relationships
Principal Investigator(s): J. Celeste Walley-Jean, 2000 Clayton State Blvd., Morrow, GA  30260, jeanettewalley-jean@clayton.edu, 678-466-4837


Advisor: [REMOVE if PI is not a student – Include contact information - Office/mailing address, email address, telephone number]
Other Investigator(s): [REMOVE if there are no other investigators]
1.
Purpose of the Study:  The purpose of the present study is to investigate the emotional and behavioral experiences of college students who are 18 years or older. The researchers would like to find out the different types of emotions that typical college students feel when they are in a romantic relationship. The researchers would also like to find out what types of behaviors college students engage in while in a romantic relationship.
2.
Procedures to be followed:  If you choose to participate, you will be asked to answer two questionnaires about your emotions and your behavior. You will also be asked to answer a demographic questionnaire that asks questions about your age, ethnicity, relationship status, and other information. It should take approximately 20 minutes to answer the questions.  

3.
Discomforts and Risks: Although it is not expected, answering questions about your emotions and behavior may cause an increase in negative thoughts or emotions. If you feel uncomfortable at any point, you may choose to skip a question or stop your entire participation without any penalty. If you experience any distress after your participation is over, you can contact the primary investigator, Dr. Celeste Walley-Jean at 678-466-4837 or jeanettewalley-jean@clayton.edu or the Clayton State Counseling Center at 678-466-5406. You may also ask to have any information related to you removed or destroyed.

4.
Benefits: Although we are not offering any incentive, people who have participated in research studies such as these have benefited from becoming more aware of their feelings and behavior. Also, your responses can provide valuable information about the emotions and behaviors that college students generally experience. Your professor may also choose to offer a small amount of credit for your participation.
5.
Duration/Time:  If you choose to participate, it should take approximately 20 minutes to complete the questionnaires. Your participation will end once you return your questionnaire packet to the researcher or research assistant.
6.
Statement of Confidentiality:  Your participation in this research is confidential. The data collection methods do not ask for any information that would identify who the responses belong to. Instead, a four-digit number will be on each packet of information so that we can keep all your information together; however, your name will not be included anywhere in the packet. The researchers will have access to the data and it will be kept in a locked office. Clayton State’s Institutional Review Board and the Office for Human Research Protections in the Department of Health and Human Services may review records related to this research study; however, no one will be able to identify your responses individually. Additionally, the data collected may be used in future presentations or publications; however, all the data provided will be analyzed as group data so that no individual’s answers can be determined. 

7.
Right to Ask Questions: If you have any further questions about the research you can call the primary investigator at 678-466-4837 or email at jeanettewalley-jean@clayton.edu. Also, if you have any questions about your rights as a participant, you can contact the Human Protections Administrator, Associate Provost Jill Lane, at 678-466-4100 or at JillLane@clayton.edu.

8.
Payment for participation: 

[Explain any compensation that will be provided to participants.]PLEASE NOTE: If participants will not be compensated, delete this statement (item #8).

9.
Cost of participating:

[Explain any additional costs that may result from participation in the research.] PLEASE NOTE: If no additional costs will result from participation, delete this statement (item #9).

10.
Voluntary Participation:  As previously stated, your decision to be in this research is voluntary. You can stop at any time. You do not have to answer any questions you do not want to answer. Refusal to take part in or withdrawing from this study will involve no penalty or loss of benefits you would receive otherwise.

You must be 18 years of age or older to take part in this research study.  

Completion and return of the data collection instrument implies that you have read the information in this form and consent to take part in the research.

Please keep this form for your records or future reference.

