Informed Consent Form for Pedagogical Research

Clayton State University

Title of Project: Examining the effectiveness of online learning environments
Principal Investigator(s): Dr. Charlie Harris, Magnolia Hall#111, 2000 Clayton State Blvd, Morrow, GA 30260, (678) 466-4800, CharlieHarris@clayton.edu 

1.
Purpose of the Study:  The purpose of this research is to examine differences in student learning in online and face-to-face versions of the same course. The information collected in this project will be used to improve future offerings of the course.
2.
Procedures to be followed: 

If you agree to take part in this study, you are giving the researchers permission to make copies of your course assignments, survey responses and test responses and use them for research purposes. This information will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the activities in the course. Whether you decide to take part in this study or not, your course grade will not be affected in any way. The instructor’s evaluation of you will not be affected in any way. Only the researchers will have access to this signed informed consent form. The instructor of this course will not know which students are taking part in the study.
3.
Duration/Time: 

Each of the two surveys used in this study should take no longer than 20 minutes to complete. The course assignments and tests are part of your regular course and the time will be determined by your instructor.

4.
Statement of Confidentiality: Your participation in this research is confidential. Charlie Harris will be the only person with access to code numbers that have been assigned for data collection purposes. Your instructor will not know who participated in this study, and will not be able to identify students associated with the data. All data will be kept in a locked filing cabinet or in a password protected file on Dr. Harris’s computer for a three-year period. The data will be destroyed after three years. Your participation in this research is confidential. In the event of any publication or presentation resulting from the research, no personally identifiable information will be shared because your name is in no way linked to your responses. 

5.
Right to Ask Questions: Please contact Dr. Charlie Harris at (678) 466-4800 with questions or concerns about this study. If you have questions about your rights as a participant in this research, please contact Dr. Jill Lane, Associate Provost, at (678) 466-4100 or JillLane@clayton.edu. 
6.
Payment for participation: There is no compensation for participating in this study.

7.
Voluntary Participation: Your decision to be in this research is voluntary. You can stop at any time. You do not have to answer any questions you do not want to answer.

You must be 18 years of age or older to take part in this research study. If you agree to take part in this research study, please sign your name and indicate the date below.

You will be given a copy of this form for your records.

___________________________________________________
__________________________________

Participant Signature



Date

___________________________________________________
__________________________________

Principal Investigator



Date

